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On behalf of the 

GRIOT Circle Staff,  

and volunteers, I 

would like to                 

personally thank all 

those who made our 

annual òCostume Partyó a                    

resounding    success. There was 

much fun to be had and people 

really showed out with their             

costumes and came ready to have 

big fun. Letõs make next yearõs 

event even bigger and better. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Waldron 

Event Coordinator 

GRIOT Circle was recently invited to attend a 

meeting on HIV and Aging held at the White 

House on Wednesday, October 27, 2010 

from 8:30am-12:00 pm.    

The purpose of the meeting was to raise 

awareness about people who are aging with 

HIV or contracting HIV as seniors (>50 years of age); to explore 

unique clinical   manifestations of HIV infection among older 

adults; to discuss     existing services for seniors living with HIV and 

highlight successes as well as gaps; and to discuss targeted   

strategies for federal and non-federal stakeholders to realize the 

vision of the Presidentõs National HIV/AIDS Strategy.  

This meeting is part of a series of discussions that have been    

convened at the White House by the Office of National AIDS Policy 

(ONAP) over the past year.  Past meetings have focused on women, 

youth, Latinos and other groups.   

Past meetings have also focused on issues such as HIV and         

housing or public-private  partnerships.  For details about previous   

meetings, please refer to the blog section on ONAPõs website 

at   www.whitehouse.gov/onap.    

The meeting was held at the South Court Auditorium in the                    

Eisenhower Executive Office Building at The White House 

Recently, GRIOT Circle and SAGE were awarded funds by the 

Rapoport Foundation to establish a two year collaboration for the 

purpose of strengthening the outreach to LGBT seniors of color in 

both Harlem and The Bronx. This innovative partnership will also 

help to increase GRIOT Circleõs internal capacity to provide a wider 

range of resources and services to its constituents.  

Both agencies are committed to advocating for quality services for 

this population that continues being disproportionately impacted 

by HIV and other chronic illnesses.   
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òWhen I dare to be powerful to use my strength in service of my vision, then it 

becomes less and less important whether I am afraid.ó Audrey Lorde                               

GRIOT Circle at The White  House  

¶ GRIOT will be celebrating 

its annual Thanksgiving 

dinner on Thursday,       

November 18th 1-4.              

Seating is limited. Please 

RSVP ASAP. Thanks  

¶ Wednesday December 8, 

2010ñ8am-8pm 

@ The Showboat Casino in 

Atlantic City 

Ticket $40.00 with a 

$30.00 rebate  

Leaving from the YWCA of 

Brooklyn. 

¶  

 

 

I would like to thank all those that 

responded to the òPlatinum Wigsó 
casting call. It was a real pleasure 

meeting seniors willing and ready to 

take on this fun project.  Thankfully  

weõve casted all our roles and will 

begin rehearsing Monday,                 

November 1st at the GRIOT Circle 

offices. This will also be the             

beginning of our Acting Institute, a 

space for formal acting training for 

all those wanting to hone in on their 

craft.  I will be remiss if I didnõt also 

thank both Assemblyman Hakeem 

Jeffries and State Senator               

Velmanette Montgomery for           

co-chairing this event!! 

Michael Alexis Palmer,  

Director 

GRIOT Circle and SAGE new partnership  

Special Events 
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Upcoming Events: A message from the E. D. 
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Thomas D. Sentell 

Eugenia Wimberly 

Jacqueline Bolling 

John Raymond Vazquez 

Lucius Ivan Lindsay 

Odell Lomax 

Evelyn Hill 

Joseph Ballard 

Donald Quigley 

Pansey Bascom 

Misha A. Lewandowski 

Carolyn Altman, CSW 

Robert Waldron 

Desciana Swinger 

DeLysia Barnett 

Dorene S. Christmas 

Chris Schwertman 

The òsmall change BIG CHANGESó Campaign. 

Please continue supporting this worthy cause. 

Every little bit Helps!!! 

Did You know? - Oral Health and Seniors 

Age, in and of itself, is not a dominant or sole factor in determining oral health. However, 

certain medical conditions, such as arthritis in the hands and fingers, may make             

brushing or flossing teeth difficult to impossible to perform. Medications you may be       

taking can also affect your oral health and may make a change in your dental treatment 

necessary.  

To maintain good oral health, it's important for all individuals -- regardless of age -- to: 

¶ Brush at least twice a day with a fluoride-containing toothpaste 

¶ Floss at least once a day 

¶ Visit your dentist on a regular schedule for cleaning and an oral exam 

Happy Birthday!! 

In this day and age of mounting financial challenges, GRIOT Circle stands                    

committee to remaining flexible, innovative and ready to embrace new                   

opportunities for advancing our mission. As we move forward, there are on the          

horizon several different funding and programmatic opportunities we intend to      

capture. The leadership at GRIOT Circle sees the added value of facilitating          

authentic community partnerships in the development of social services to meet 

the wide array of interests of our constituents. Our history attests to the fact that if 

we want to see change, we canõt continue simply maintaining systems that haven't 

or canõt work for our communities. One great news is that we have been                     

approached by interested funders who are willing to work with us in crafting not 

only local/regional programs, but also programs with a national scope.  They              

recognize that the work GRIOT is doing is unique and much needed. Iõm counting 

on the support of all our GRIOTS, their families, friends, and community partners  

in helping us keep our doors open so we can continue being a source of support, 

inspiration and leadership especially for our LGBT elders of color. 

Stop by and visit our mini-Flea market in the                 

Regina Shavers Club house 

GRIOT Circle FUNDRAISING 
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Programs at GRIOT Circle 

Become active and acquire 

skills in: 

¶ Resume building and       

interview prep 

¶ Computer Training                       

Public Speaking/Outreach/

Tabling                                     

Events Committee and    

support groups 

¶ Fundraising Committee 

Buddy-2-Buddy and The Ron 

Walker Caring Caller                       

Intergenerational Programs      

Case Management and Referral 

Services Program 

Health and Fitness Program 

HIV Over-Fifty Support Group 

Mature Menõs Support Group 

Lesbian Health  

Community Outreach Programs 

Arbor We care 

Newsletter 

Family helping Families 

Social Networking 

Lunch with GRIOT 

Art Programs 

Yoruba Wood Carving, Painting, 

Mask Making, Acting, Knitting, 

Drawing, Lithography, Paper 

Mache,  

 

HAFôs Rental Assistance Program (RAP) was recently awarded 

additional funding to support rental assistance payments of 

PLHIV/AIDS who meet eligibility requirements in any of the five 

boroughs of New York City.  

The Forum offers assistance with rent payments for people who do not 

qualify for HASA benefits or benefits from any other government 

agency. In order to qualify applicants must also meet the following re-

quirements:  

¶ Be Non -HASA (HIV/AIDS Services Administration) eligible.  

¶ Have written certification of an AIDS or HIV -symptomatic diagnosis    

provided by a medical institution or doctor (M11Q form).  

¶ Reside in New York City boroughs (Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens and Staten Island).  

¶ Meet income edibility (poverty rate).  

¶ Be enrolled or enroll in a Case Management program in New York 

City.  

For more information, please contact Ms. Rodriguez 212 -868 -6230 or 

Ms. Silverio at 718 -328 -4188.   

G R I O T N E W S 

PLEASE CONSIDER GRIOT Circle in your planned giving and other 

bequest. Leaving GRIOT in your will can help insure the future of 

this vitally necessary organization. For more information please 

call: Glen-Michael Francis at (718) 246-2775 

CLUB LANGSTON  

1073 Atlantic Ave  

(Franklin/Classon Ave)  

Bedford Stuyvesant. 

Phone: 718-622-5183 

 

Thursday ðExotic Thursday      

w/DJ Mario (soca ,reggae,       

calypso).  

Open bar midnight -1am   

Open at 11pm Door -$5. 

 

Friday-DJõs Fred Pierce and        

Cameron 9 soul, classics  

Open at 11pm Door- $5. 

G R I O T  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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